ASHINGTON IN WAR

---v---‘m‘unnv DEEDS THAT PROVE HIS

BREADTH AND GENIUS.

Heo Enew the Temper of the Revolution-
ist—Was the Leader of the P in
the Crisls of the Conflioct—Never Lost
an Army.

[Copyright, 1898, b?’
cla

American Press Asso-
tlon.]

ASHINGTON
thae srldier was
entirely another
being from Wash-
~ | ington the patri-
1{:;;l::ilm. whose noble

= —~~= maoners and lof-

X Wty purposes drew
out the reverence
of the American
people. He was
the gentleman in
camp and on
horseback, of
course, but the gentloman with the na-
tive nonsensa taken out of him by con-
tact with the rough side of life. Like
one of the modern blue bloods translated
from Oxford or Harvard to the wild
scenes of the plains, he had lenrned be-
fore called to the high command to re-
spect men for manhood alone, for phys-
ical strength and courage, for loyalty
and endurance. Braddock despised tho
Virginia provineinls whom Washington,
then a young staff officer, proposed to
throw aronnd the ambushed army at
Monongahela for a defense. But Wash-
ington knew his men and knew the
value of bush fighting in that border
warfare. He saved the haughty English
from total massacre. So, later, the Brit-
ish officers despired the ragged and un-
military rebels who dared stand before
the trained battalions of Europe. Wash-
ington had served with British oflicers
and had learned to estimate the prowess

of British troops. His faith in the ulti-
mate triumph of the rebels was practi-
cal, not sentimental. He won the fight
by hard work, not by luck, nor yet by
the favor of the gods.

When Virginia was discussing what
she should do to assist Boston in her
fight with the British, Colonel Wash-
ington said, “‘If need be, I will raise
1,000 men, sabsist them at my own ex-
pense and march them to the relief of
Boston.” He bad in mind thyy monn-
taineers and hunters' of the Virginia
borders, whom he knew and who knew
him. When Patrick Henry uttercd be-
fore the continental congress the burn-
ing appeal ending with the words,
‘“Give me liberty or give me death,"
Washington stood ecalimly by, dressed
in his uniform of colonel, with hissword
buckled on ready to march at tho word,

It was a bold hand that the Virginia
colonel put to the task of making soldiers
out of militin and minutemen,  The
troops at Cambridge wero chiefly New
Englanders, who were rebols against all
authority as smacking of kingly rule.

Ho gave thim to MiderSinnd Toad™ e

War was not to be simply a holiday of
thrashing the hated redeonts, but a long
astruggle, where patriotism and lovalty
must be tried in the fire. Incompetent
and dishonest officers were cashiered,
althongh they had been elected by the
men. His firmuoess and habit of order
drow the admiration of the best element,

and he found such New Englanders as
Stark, the Green mountain ranger: Put-
nam, the Connecticnt farmer and Greene,
the studions Rhode Island mechanio,
ready to stand by every act for the dis-
cipline of the army.

Washington's first campaign, the
siege of Boston, was attended with all
manner of difficulties. He had to oreate
8 navy to cope with British ships, to
satisfy the stay at home counselors of
the colonies, who, like most stay at
homes, were full of fight, and more than
once found his plans thwarted by a
council of his chief officers upon whom
he depended to lead in attacks. Mean-
while the commander was busy with
grand strategy. He sent Arnold and
Montgomery to Canada, a brilliant
move, but one that came to disaster
through the untimely death of Mont-
gomery and the wounding of Arnold.
At the end of six months, three of them
winter months at that, from the time
he had an army fit for action Boston
was clear of the British for good.

After Boston the points of importance
wera Philadelphia and New York, both
more exposed to naval attacks than Bos-
ton, the cradle of the rebellion. The
colonies had next tononavy, and Wash-
ington entered upon a defensive warfare
to keep the British on the coast and pro-
long the struggle until the enemy was
worn out or outside help should come.
Bringing the army to New York, Wash-
ington yielded nothing withont a fight,
but at the same time saved his strongth
for better purposes than the attempt to
defend untenable ground. New York
was bound to fall to the Hritish, but he
8w to it that it was not made a base
for operations in the Hudson river val-
ley, which would cut the colonies in
two. He fought some lively battles, or
skirmishes rather, which raised the
hopes of his soldiers and of the colonial
people.  The robels could stand  belore
the redeonts one to five and give a good
acconnt of thomselves, Wust Point was
made n bulwark against British advauce
up the Hudson.

So far Washington bad clung to the
defensive in his ndw field. Neoxt he en-
tered upona double line of Rtrategy——to
hold on to New England while keeping
the British from controlling New Jer-
sey and the Delaware river as o new
base for cutting the colonies in two.
With but 8,000 poorly elad and half
starved troops ke took position in Penn-
eylvania behind the Delawnare, in Do-
cember, 1776. General Charles Lee,
the sccond in command, bad a larger

erate with Washington. Congress aban-
doned Philadelphia and appointed Wash-
ington dictator. Lee was captured while
sleering far outside his lines, and these
events raised Washington upon a
tal in the eyes of the soldiers and the
people. The military power of the Revo-
lution ocentered in him,
lowed the brilliant stroke at Trenton
and Princeton. In these affairs he took
the greatest chances, and both were
nearly lost by the failures of bis combi-
nations, the most delicate plans in war,
But Washington came out of them vio-
torious by the display of the highest
courage. His tactics at Trenton and
Princeton, as well as at the Brandywine
and Germantown in the same field, are
open to criticisin, but in each case the
situation called for action and Wash-
fngton was foroed to risk much upon the
fidelity and ability of his generals. The
net result of the Trenton and Princeton
campaign was to free New Jersoy of the
British, except the northeast corner,
and save Philadelphia for a time,
Whashington settled down for the win-
ter at Morristown with only 1,000 long
service troops, but when spring opened
in 1777 he had an army of 7,000 under
able generals. The British divided the
attention of the revolutionists by mov-
ing on Philadelpbin from the Chesa-
peake bay and from Canada down Lake
Champlain toward Albany. For defense

of the north Whashington sent Daniel
Morgan and his Virginia riflemen to

and New England patriots to arise and
meet the invader. With his own army
he kept Howe occupied sround Phila-
delphia, although he lost the battle of
Brandywine and Germantown, After
the surrender of Burgoyne at Saratopa
he asked for the continental troops serv-
ing with the army there under Gates to
come to his aid in secoring the forts on
the Delawure, and thos cut Howe off
from direct communications with thoe
sea. Thev wera not sent, and the Delp-

army in the field, bat refused to co-op- |

There soon fol-

Albany and appealed to the New York -

that opportunity to betray the citadel
the Hudson valley.

t the nerve of the warrior leader
not to be shaken now that the hour
come for a decisive blow. The
troops of Rochambeau united with the
oontinental forces gave him for the
first time in the war an army. The fleet
also gave the needed sea power to attack
where the British were strongest, along
the coast. The main British army was
in the south under Cornwallis. Wash-
ington sent Greene to the south with
orders not to fight for positions, but to
draw Cornwallis northward. Morgan
was also in the south with his Virgin-
fans. Both these brilliant soldiers, the
mountaineer and the blacksmith, had
n driven from the service by the in-
'ﬁmﬂo of congress, but Washington's
jpeal caused them to buckle on their
s for the last cast. Lafayette was
it to Virginia with an army, and after
y a useless chase Cornwallis retired

e seaboaxd at Yorktown.
. {Washington left strong garrisons oun
the Hudson, and with about 7,000 sol-
disrs threatened to attack Now York.
hovered within striking distance,

gMlually moving sonthward, and reach-
ing New Brunswick made a forced
h to the head of the Chesapeake.
ﬂ ater the army was transported to
York, and with the aid of the
'y h fleet and the troops on shipboard

1lies laid siege to Yorktown. They
p¥Sumbered the British, and re-enforce-

l mmts for Cornwallis were out off by
th{iFrench ships. Yorktown fell, a tri-
ungh of strategy. Washington struck
thepnemy where he was weak with the
mi@ men, but it was only by the most
skillful planning that he caught his en-
ey in position favorable for the blow.
he result. showed Washington’s zen-
fuddin ‘holding on to. New Jersey and
W risking all to keep the enemy

neddihe seaboard preserving an open road

WA 1106 WHH 1060 WAsHIngron wen
into camp at Valley Forgo. He had Loy
the victim of a buse conspiracy to un
dermine his power, but kept up his own
spirit and that of his men during tha:
trying time by looking for aid from
France. Lafayetto had joined hin at
Philadelphia, and dgring the winter the
treaty of alliance was signed.

Early in the spring General Howo re-
sigued the British command at Phily
delphia, and his successor, Clinton, ovae.
nated the city, taking the army to New
York. Beeing a chance to eripplo the
Britizh on the march, Washington plan-
ned an attack at Monmouth and was
robbed of a brilliant victory by g
treachery of Charles Lee, who had ro. |
turned from captivity to his commn
In that battle Washington displayid l
again tho qualitiesof o fichtine peneral
Like Napoleon, he dashed to th,

Tevangt

to cheer on and dircet his wen. A1 1
same time he did vot give way to (.
frenzy, although ho lost his tomper oy

the contemptible conduct of Lo |
yotte proved a horn, Loy that e w

While the allianee with Frano. . .
in good timo

to cheer an the

tionists, it increased the ditenr, . ol
the commander in chicf.  Withour 1.
French navy thero was littlo 1 o 0!

success, but the French admirats o
their own views of the plan of 3y
Farther:ore, the revolutionists oo,

. the base treason which was to give h"‘"

ed too much of the Frinel, and g oti.-
task was laid upon Washingt o'y )
ders—to keep Lis people to their v
Besides planning  campaigns 1 o,
forced to do the work of & natongl | |
er, a leader bearing upon g sword the
fate of the country. The CRIN NS un
dertaken by the French were 49004
and the Uritish gained territory o :-.-‘.
coast. Finaliy Washington asiod ).
fayette to g0 to France anid oo e f'L‘
fleet and an army which should 1 1n
der his own direction. It arrive “3"
Neowport iu the sumer of 15 e
while Washington was thero confepp . |
with the French leaders Arnolg plar 'Jﬁ
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was always within reach of the Hudson
and of Maryland and Virginia. His
army at its best was never the equal of
tho British in numbers had they been
brought into action. Often they had
20,000 to 80,000 in New York, while
Washington stood ward outside with
less than 6.000.

GreoraE L. KrLurr.

b1

A Washington and Jelferson An.od‘ ote.

-~

Sir Jobn Macdonald, the first prime
minister of Canada, was fond of relut-
ingz this story to illustrate the need of
an upper house:

“Of what use ia the senate?”’ asked
Jofferson as he stood before the fire with
cup of tea in his hand, pouring the
v into the sancer.

“Yon have answered your own ques-
vm,"" replied Washington.
““What do you mean?"’
~Why do you pour that tea into the
m?!l

To cool it."
JEven #0," said Washington; “‘the
te is the saucer into which we pour

i 1y easy, which ‘was outside of his tem-

lation to cool.”’

THE HERO AS HE WAS

WASHINGTON THE MAN QBSCURED
BY TRADITION AND INVENTION.

Absurdity of the Clalms of His Human
Peorfoction—He Had Hedeemning Vices
snd Was = Saperb Man FPhysioally,
Morally and Mentally,

[Copyright, 1508, by the Author.]

O MAN born in
this land certain-
ly has ever been
s0 much injured
by exoessive
praise, by ridicu

lous  exaggern-
tion, as George
Washington
Having been represented as an orthodox
eaint, as the incarnation of goody goody-
imm, so incessantly, a natural reaction
was the result. The carping, critical
public led the opposition after a time
and began to sneer at and underrate his
memory. There never has been such a
personage, such a oreature, as George
Washington was portrayed. He was pre-
terhuman, he was absolutely perfect;
common sensy people would not accept
him. Nevertheless, even a century after
his death he is not at all uanderstood by
any great number of his compatriots
He bhas been so incrusted with tradi-
tions, so overladen with theories, that
few glimpses of his pative character
struggle iuto light.

The bulk of Americans today seem to
think that Washington was as popular
at his renomination for the presidency
as when first presented for the sufirages
of the newborn nation. ''bey appeur so
ignorant of their own history as not to
know that he then met with the intens-
est resistance; that ho only consented
to stanud again by the warmest persua-
sions of personal and political friends of
all parties. During the campaign he
was slandered and villified as much as
almost any presidential candidate hus
been in later times. Within a few years
he has been judged as if ho were virtu-
ally one of our contemporaries It has
been repeatedly snid in disparagement
of him that he was an Englishman who
chanced to be born in Ameriea. There
were no representative Americans that
saw the light here 160 years ago. They
could have been then little else than
geographical Americans, Washington
was one of the genuine Americans of
his day, one of the mwost advanced of his
period.

Stripping aside the prejudice for and
against the Kather of His Country, as
he well deserved to be called, we are
enabled to eee him as nature arrayed
him, and he looks and is the better, be
canse the truer, for it. Ho never needed
any false adornments, any silver span-
gles. He was an altogether natural, hu-
man, barmonions, well bulaneed, most
remarkable wan, particularly fitted to
the time. Above everything he was
practical.

Tane unes M 5 Ve h U UL
everybody who declined to admit that
Washington was not a strict Episco-
palian, a regular church attendant and
communicant, a severe Sabbatarian. But
the lutest investigations prove just the
contrury. Sunday was always the day
on which he wrote private letters, pre-
paid his invoices, entertained company,
closed land purchases, sold wheat and,
while a Virginin planter, went fox
hunting. Nevertheless, like most con-
scientious persons, he respected the
scruples of others in regard to the day.
When trying to get some servants, he
wrote, "*If they be good workmen, they
may be Europeans, Asians, Africans,
Jews, Mohammedans, Christians of any
denomination or atheists.’* He was in
oomplete sympathy with the widest re-
ligious toleration. Gouverneur Morris,
who was what was then held to be an in-
fidel, was believed by Washington to
agree with him in creed. He threw his
influence in favor of religion, often at-
tended the Episcopal church and kept
his belief, if he had any, an inviolable
secroet. He was very much what thou-
sands of the very best and most enlight-
ened men arv everywhere today, the
very roverse of a sectarian.

Albeit a slaveholder—he had, it is
said, 800 slaves, most of whom came to
him through his marriage with the
rich Widow Custis—he was never in
favor of slavery. He was ready when-
ever the time was ripo to use his entire
influence against it. He may not have
had a high opinion of negroes, but he
was always a good, kind master.

Of moderate education, he was intel-
ligent, observing, attentive, generous,
charitable, thrifty. In spite of oconsion-
al losses he was successful in business.
When he died, his property was valued,
exclusive of his wife's and the Mount
Vernon estate, at $530,000. He was,
like the Virginian of his day, particu-
larly social and ever enjoyed his friends.
Grave and quiet in general company, he
was often gay, even jovial, with a few
intimates. Ho relished lively conversa-
tion, though taking little part in it. He
often laughed, appreciated jokes, was
very fund of danciog and even of ama-
teur theatgicals. He was not at all cold,
formal, reserved, baughty, as represent-
ed, though not, perhaps, genial or whal-

perament. He was always dignified,
careful of hisdress—indeed in his early
life considered a dandy.

As Washington was made absurd by

all manner of chenp virtues he has been
charged from youth to his closing years
with overfondness for women, which
seom8 to be unfounded, No doubt he
had a general liking for pretty women,
but so far as evidence can be adduced
he did not carry it beyond bounds. He
was repeatedly censared for flagrant dia-
loyalty to his wife, acoused of having
many mistresses of various grades,

Iy quoted from Nim an® them, DUt tney
bave not been produced. It is highly
improbable they would not have been
seen had they been in existence. Having
many enemies, military and political,
they chose that form of slander as most
likely to be believed. Thoae stories are
still heard, with every circumstance and
detail, but they are hardly oredited.
Washington was rather wary of the sex.
and is not thought to have exposed hiwm-
self to suspicion or temptation.

A great point was made against bis
connubial fidelity because there is rea-
son to think that his wife was a bit
jealous. Jealouns wives, it is well known,
have in all ages been oftener jealons
without cause than with canse. Martha
Washington has been nearly as much
idealized as her husband. Sho was in
no scnse extraordinary. She was below
the medinm size, very sociable, stub-
born, hot tempered, overfond, rather
pretty, without any exoess of good sense,
independent of the rules of spelling, per-
fectly well bred, polite and kind. When
only 16, he was while staying at Lord
Fairfax's sentimentally interested in
Mary Cary. He became enamored of
Mary Phillipse, nged 25, a daughter of
Frederick Phillipse, one of the largest
landed proprietors of the New York col-
ony, but she declined his proposals. He
is declared by some to have been in
love with one cf the friends of his
wife. He corresponded with her and
Bally Carlyle, another Fairfax daughter,
but they were only correspondents and
of the platonio kind. It isevident, how-
ever,from all the revealed circumstances
of his early life that he was never in
danger of dying a bachelor.

8o much has been writton of Wash-
ington's campaigns that very little truth
has been told of him ns n man, While
not a military strategist—nor did he as-
sume to be—thb Revolution was not con-
ducted by strategy. The great problem
was to keep an army in the fleld, and
this Washington did. The British could
and did repeatedly bent the contivental
army, though they could not beat their
commander. So long as be was in the
field he could get togetber ull tho tight-
ing spirit thers was. He was a natural
| soldier, baving inherited the disposition
| from his Indian fighting great-grandfa-
ther and bhis elder brother Lawrence.
He wus noted for fearlessness under all
circumstances and an outspoken socrn of
aught like cowardice. Indeed he had
no comprehension of it. He was far
from faultless. He oould and did swear
roundly on occasion and had a violent
temper, commonly under control, which
now and then burst all bounds. He had
tho greatest self discipline. He seemed
calm and passionless, but his intimates
knew him as he was. He was in uo
peril from spuiling by goodness. Not
only was he one of the first great Amer-
icans, but one of the stanchest of

stanch republicans, despite the con-
stant talk of his leaning toward mon-
archy.

Juntvs HENrRI BROWNE.

Waahington at Forty-three.

Criminating letters have been coustant-

at Cambridge as *‘captain general and
commander in chief’ of the colonial
forces. Ho was just the ago of Julins
Cwmsar when ho took command of the
army in Ganl, of Napoleon when he
made the mistake of his lifo and star-
ed in to conquer Russia, and he was ten
years older than Alexander was when
he wept becauso there were po more
worlds to conquer. Charlemagne was
just his ago when he overcame Witti-
kind, the Saxon chief, and made all Ger-
many Christian, and the *“‘captain gen-
eral of the continentals’’ was justasold
a8 was Constantine when he determined
to make bhimself master of the world.
He was as old as Sesostris, the pharaoh,
when he conquered the Hittites and per-
secuted the children of Israel; as Han-
nibal when he gave up the hope of con-
quering Rome and left Italy to defend
Carthage against Scipio.

Washington's Room.

Bilent we stand beside the open door,

And all the room beyond is bathed in light—
The golden sunlight thou didst hail of yare,

The smile that kixsed away the tears of night
4And in its touch God's daily promise bore

A benediction that put care to flight
And gave thee strength to face the world—aye,

more,
That Ui thy pathway, gulding thee aright.

How many dawns thou didst to care awake,
Each dawn attended with new hopes snd

fours;
Forever falthful didst thy burden take,
Praying that peace might bless the unborn
yoears,
And for thy conntry nnd thy kindred’s sake
Tolled with a patience that all earth re
\ vores|
How hnm::ky nights thy heart did well nigh
rea
To knowlth:r motherland was drenched with
tears

And 1t was here thon didst at last find rest—
The work waa done, the time had come to
aleep—
The high, the humble, prosperons, oppressed,
One in their sorrow o'er thy couch did weep.
Our cenccless gratitude by tongues professed,
But in our hearts there loth atill more deep
A love which with our decds wo would attest
To prove us worthy of the trust we keep.
=Ruth Lawrence in **Oolonial Verses.'

HE WAS A BORN LEADER.

Interesting Reminlscenoces of One of Wash-
Ington's Comrades In Arma,

‘“Washington had the stuff in him
and the kind of mind that enable a
man to govern and influence other
men,"’ said General William O. Batler,
a son of one of the four famous *fight-
ing Butlers’’ of the Revolution, himself
a major general in the Mexican war and
a candidate for tho vice presidency who
barely missed being elected. ‘‘My fa-
ther knew General Washington as inti-
mately as did any of his staff," said
General Butler in 15865,

““Heo always said that General Wash-
ington possessed more of the qualities
that go to make up a great man than
any of the leading figures of the Revo-.
lation. Greene came next to Wushing-.
fon. he thought, in force and ability,




